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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be 
mailed in due course. 
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1) The references cited by Applicants (PTO-1449) have been considered and found to be 
fairly representative of the state of this art. Harter et al, Taverner et al, Griebner et al, Strasser et 
al, and DiGiovanni et al were found to be the most relevant references as to the herein claimed 
invention. 

2) References A, B and R-U are cited (PTO-892) to show Applicants' publication directed to 
the subject matter of the herein claimed invention, optical amplifiers with multiple mode 
propagation, and amplification of diffraction limited input. 

3) Claims 1-49 are allowed as the prior art fails to anticipate or obviate an optical amplifier 
with a near diffraction limited input, a mode converter, a pump, and a multi-mode amplifier with 



output in the fundamental mode. 




